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Part of a national 
system…

…housed under a 
state partner…

…doing local 
work.



Lake Superior 
coastal decision makers



Community economic and 
social issues

Water quality & pollution 
prevention

Wetlands & coastal habitat 
health

Shorelines, water levels and 
erosion

Community development, 
planning and regulation

Stormwater & green 
infrastructure

Climate change in the Lake 
Superior region

Is climate change 
important to coastal 
decision-makers?

What do they need?



We can’t even say climate change!

Most people around here don’t 
believe climate change is real!

If people had more information 
about climate change, they would 
do something about it!







Involving our 
institute’s Evaluation 
unit in the 
deployment and 
analysis of this survey 
was a huge plus.





Survey finds:

Out of seven major coastal learning 
topic areas, climate change was by 
far the area where the greatest 
share of respondents want to 
maintain or grow their knowledge. 





Survey finds:

Out of 43 learning “subtopics”, the 
top four topics with the most 
interest are directly climate-related.





Survey finds:

Climate change learning topics are of 
high interest to coastal professionals 
across disciplines.







Survey finds:

We see some nuance when we parse 
out climate change interest by topic 
and professional discipline. 





What do these 
findings mean?



Climate is a priority topic for 
decision-makers , and they are 
ready to act.



We can’t even say climate change!

Most people around here don’t 
believe climate change is real!

If people had more information 
about climate change, they would 
do something about it!

Climate change is a high priority topic.

Climate change is a major concern across 
professional disciplines.

Knowledge about climate change is 
already high. Communities are ready for 
action.



With this 
knowledge, we can 
try new program 
approaches.



We can bring this 
understanding of 
needs into other 
regional climate 
initiatives to guide 
outreach.



Want to know how receptive your 
audience will be to climate change 
programming?

Just ask them. The answers may 
surprise you.



Karina Heim
karina.heim@wisc.edu

With gratitude to Erin Burkett, who co-developed and 
supported this assessment process.

Thank you, NRI Evaluation Unit at UW-Madison Division 
of Extension, for deploying and analyzing the survey!

Read the entire CTP needs assessment report at 
lakesuperiornerr.org


